
 

Do We Need to Tighten Our Strike Zone?” 

 

As a baseball fan the month of October, with the 

playoffs and World Series, is a wonderful time 

(except for the fact that, once again, my Reds 

aren’t involved).  

 

One of the wonderful aspects about baseball is 

that it provides an opportunity to make some 

wonderful connections to the life of faith.  I am 

convinced that if Jesus’ earthly ministry were 

taking place now, he would probably be using 

baseball in his analogies and parables the way he 

did with agriculture so long ago. 

 

One of the lessons that we can learn from 

baseball is from what is called “the strike zone”.  

For the non-baseball fan, a basic explanation is 

that the strike zone is an imaginary area the 

width of home plate (17 inches) from the batters 

knee to the mid-point of the batter’s chest.  Any 

pitch that comes over home plate through that 

“zone” is considered a strike whether the batter 

swings or not.   

 

Wars have been started over less. 

 

Baseball pitchers with excellent ability to 

control where they throw the ball are known to  

“expand” the strike zone.  One such pitcher was 

Hall of Famer Greg Maddux.  The umpire 

behind home plate - responsible for calling balls 

and strikes - would watch as Maddux would put 

a pitch on the very edge of the strike zone.  If the  

batter didn’t swing, the umpire would rightly 

call the pitch a strike. 

 

Maddux’s control of a baseball was so precise 

that he would then throw the next pitch - so the 

story goes - about a half inch farther outside.  

The umpire would struggle to see the difference 

and recognize that the pitch was so close to the 

previous one that he would, more likely than 

not, also call this pitch a strike even though, 

technically, it wasn’t. 

 

One umpire said something to the effect, “If you 

aren’t careful with Maddux, you’ll find yourself 

a step away from the dugout still catching strikes 

because each pitch was so close to the last one.  

The moment you tighten your strike zone and 

call a pitch a ball though, he’ll start moving it 

back in.” 

 

This is so true in our spiritual lives. 

 

Most of the time when we get off track in the 

life of faith it happens very gradually.  We get in 

a rush one morning and miss spending time in 

prayer with God.  Then one morning becomes 

two…or three. 

 

In the heat of the moment we say something we 

regret but don’t take the time, effort or energy to 

go to someone to say, “I am sorry.”  An easily 

repaired rift now becomes a grudge set in 

concrete. 

  Continued on Page  4 
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             OCTOBER 
 
1    World Wide Communion Sunday 
    Blended Service                 8:48 a.m. 
      Sunday School               10:00 a.m. 
    Traditional Service             11:00 a.m. 
    CYF Bonfire                 6:30-8:00 p.m 
2  Staff Meeting                     10:00 a.m. 
    Upper Room Prayer Group 8-10 p.m.    
4  Children’s Ministry               6:00 p.m. 
    Connectional Classes         6:00 p.m. 
      Choir Practice                     7:45 p.m. 
8   Blended Service                 8:48 a.m. 
     Sunday School      10:00 a.m.       
     Traditional Service            11:00 a.m. 
10 Harriet Poynter- Lucile Smith 
      Circle                                10:00 a.m. 
11  No Wednesday Evening Programs 
             SCPS Fall Break 
12  Lunch Bunch 
15  Blended Service                 8:48 a.m.    
      Sunday School                 10:00 a.m.     
      Traditional Service           11:00 a.m.  
      CYF/Youth                 6:30-7:45 p.m. 
16  Church Council                  6:30 p.m. 
18  Children’s Ministry        6:00 p.m. 
      Connectional Classes        6:00 p.m.  
      Choir Practice                    7:45 p.m. 
19  Congregational Care  
.           Team                          10:00 a. 
 

 
20  CYF Tailgating Party 
         Collins-Shelby County 
22  Laity Sunday – Homecoming 
         Sunday School       9:30 a.m. 
         Worship Service            10:30 a.m. 
         Pot-luck Meal                  Noon 
        CYF Mission Night  6:30-8:00 p.m.      
                Shoe Drive – Go Ministries 
23  God’s Kitchen 
25  Quilter’s                10:00 a.m. 
      Children’s Ministries       6:00 p.m. 
      Connectional Classes     6:00 p.m. 
      Choir Practice                 7:45 p.m. 
27-29  CYF Fall Retreat 
            Aldersgate 
29  Blended Service              8:48 a.m. 
      Sunday School              10:00 a.m. 
      Traditional Service         11:00 a.m. 
      CYF Return                      1:00 p.m. 
      Trunk or Treat         4:00-6:00 p.m.           
      Fifth Sunday Offering for 
      Methodist Children’s Homes 
 
 

        
 
SUNDAY SERVICES            
     Blended Service      8:48 a.m. 
     Sunday School   10:00 a.m. 
     Traditional Service  11:00 a.m. 
     CYF/Youth     6:30 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY SERVICES 
     Children Ministries     6:00 p.m.    
      Connectional Classes      6:00 p.m. 
      Choir Practice                7:45 p.m

  



            
           OCTOBER 
 
1 Cinda Compton 
          Karen Warford 
2   Zachary Hisle 
3         Raven Bishop 
4   Rena George 

Chuck Hickman 
5  David Zopff      
6  David Cook 
          Marty Hickman 
7   Mathew Munsterman 
8   Bonnie Coffee 
9   Paul Erway 
 Todd Hawkins 
12  Bill Hisle 
15  Matthew Greulich 
17  Scott Shafer 
18  Jane Bailey 
19  Bonnie Maggard 
20  Blair Nethery 
           Ronald Hobbs 
24  Dianne Frazier 
28  Renee Dreher 
           Jim Swigert 
30  Heiko Adams 
 Gamma Phillips 
31  Dave Krauss 
 

          

 
 

    The Harriet 
Poynter/Lucile 
Smith Circle 
will meet in Room 
206 at 10:00 a.m. 
on 
Tuesday, October 
10.  All women of the  
Church are encouraged to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enjoy 
quilting?  Come meet with the 
Quilting Group on October 24 a 
10:00 a.m. in Room 206 
 
 
                                  
                                   Lunch Bunch will be going    
                             to Eminence to eat at                   
                             Strickers on Thursday, 
                             October  12.We will leave    
                              the church at 10:30 a.m 

 
 
 

                     
 
     Congratulations to Shawn and Tanya  
     Reeder on the birth of their son,  
     London Ash, on September 18. 

 



 
Cont’d from Page 1 

 

We start expanding our strike zone… allowing 

ourselves extra latitude… a half inch at a time. 

Let us be people of courage who will prayerfully 

ask God’s Holy Spirit to grant us courage to see 

our lives and how we live them through the eyes 

of God.  Being people of faith, discipline and 

control.  

  Grace and Peace 

 

  Pastor Willard 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     

 What an exciting time for Children’s 
Ministry at Centenary UMC! For those who I 
haven’t had the pleasure of meeting, I am 
Judy Noel, the new Director of Children’s 
Ministry and I am so blessed to be a part of 
this family! 
 
 We have already made some 
amazing memories with more coming our 
way! I want to take a moment to thank 
everyone who made the Wild Game Feast 
and Silent Auction a success. It was a 
wonderful example of how team work can 
move mountains! 
 

Now, we will focus our energy and 
come together as a family to host our 
Halloween Trunk or Treat on Sunday 
October 29th at 4:00pm! Since it is also the 
fifth Sunday, this event will also be the focus 
of our Church in the Street initiative. We 
would love for everyone to come and help, 
whether by bringing candy for the kids, 
helping cook some chili to serve, or 
decorating your trunk and helping pass out 
candy! We hope we can count on you to 
help us love on our community and share 
the love of Christ in a fun way!  

 
 I also want to take this time to let 
everyone know that the kids and I are going 
to begin working on something special for 
the Christmas season! I know everyone’s 
schedules are super busy, so we are going 
to utilize the time that we already have on 
Sunday mornings, between Sunday School  
and Children’s Worship. We would love for 
all you kids to join us as we prepare to 
share the joy of the season with the 
congregation! Please see me if you have 
any questions! 
My prayers go with you and may God’s 
peace surround you! Blessings! 
  Judy Noel 



                                                  

Laity – Homecoming Sunday, October 22 
Over 200 cards have been sent to former 
and inactive members inviting them to join 
us for a historic homecoming, celebrating 
Laity Sunday and Centenary’s 120th 
Birthday. Please check with family members 
who have moved away but grew-up in 
Centenary, and friends who have Centenary 
ties, inviting them to join us October 22nd; 
Sunday School 9:30AM, one worship 
service 10:45AM, potluck lunch Noon. 
Centenary’s homecoming team will provide 
fried chicken. Please cook your favorite 
casserole, and/or vegetable, salad, or 
dessert to share with guests. If you have  
friends or family planning to attend please 
notify the office so we might have a 
guesstimate of how many to prepare for. 
Laity leader, Meg Hughes, and the 
Redwoods will be hosting this special event. 
Watch for more updates on Laity – 
Homecoming Sunday, October 22nd from 
the pulpit and in your bulletin. 
 
 

. 
                               The next blood drive will 
                                be November 9 from  

        2:00-6:00 p.m. in   
        Fellowship Hall. 
        The goal for this drive is  
         to have 30 people                                  
         commit to donating. 
         If you are interested 
         in donating blood,  
         please contact 
         Jamie Smith at   
         kurtsmith222@att.net. 
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WHERE?  Centenary UMC Parking Lot 
WHEN?     Sunday, October 29 
TIME?        4:00 p.m. 
FOR?         Centenary Children AND 
                   Children of the Community 
 
Decorate your trunks, fill with goodies 
and join us for an evening of fun, food, 
and fellowship     

If you are not decorating your 
trunk but want to contribute, bring a bag 
of candy to contribute to others. 

 
 

 

 

                                        Our sympathy  
                              and Prayers  

                                 to -         
 
 
 

The Burks family at the  
passing of Mark on August 31. 
 
 
Doug and Joyce Cassin at the  
Passing of Doug’s mother, 
Marian Cassin on September 19. 
 
 

The Ethington family at the 
passing of Lee on 
September 18. 
 

 

October will be a busy month for the 
youth.  A big thank you to all the 
volunteers who are so willing to 
organize these events as they 
 Welcome Ryan, our new Youth   
 Minister. 
  
CYF Bonfire will be held at the home 
of Jamie and Kurt Smith on Wednesday  
evening, October 19,  from 
6:30 to 8:00  
 
CYF Mission Night  6:30 p.m.,  
October 22 
Shoe Drive for Go Ministries 
 
Fall Retreat at Aldersgate, October 
27-29.  Anyone interested in going 
should fill out a Registration Form which 
can be found on the bulletin board 
across from Room 206. These should 
be returned to Ryan or the church office. 
 
Starting October 15, the time of Sunday 
Evening youth meetings will be from 
6:30 to 7:45 p.m. 
 
                     THANKS 
To Our Friends at Centenary UMC   
     Thank you so much for your 
generous gift!  Your financial support is 
what helps to keep our doors open and  
kids “off the street”  This much needed 
donation helped to provide the after 
school program for K-12 children.         
      Blessings,   
     Carol Bum, Portland Promise Center 

 



WILD GAME FEAST AND SILENT AUCTION    
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

       

 

 



                     

To Centenary Friends, 
  Karen and I wish to express our 
heartfelt appreciation to our church family 
and friends.  So many visits, cards, calls, 
food (so good none was left) and flowers 
showed a great deal of love and 
compassion during this time.  Thank you so 
very much… 

Love, 
                       Eleanor and Karen 
 
To our Dear Church Family, 

There are no words to express our 
gratitude for the genuine kindness you 
provided to our family during Mark’s illness 
through his subsequent passing.  Your 
support has been overwhelming. 
 We are so appreciative for the cards, 
prayers, visits, flowers and phone calls.  
The prayer quilt will always be treasured 
and we will never forget the exquisite 
bereavement meal organized by the 
congregational care team.  We are humbled 
and convinced these expressions of love 
enabled us to rise to what has been a very 
difficult journey. 
 This outpouring of love from his 
church family never wavered from Mark’s 
earliest years of his life to the very end.  The 
church walls and congregation have always 
been a sanctuary for Mark and he would 
have been so honored to be recognized so 
very dearly. 

         Sincerely, 
         Patty, Abby and Mary 
 
 

 
I wish to thank the Congregational Care 
Team for the kindness of a meal and visit 
after my recent shoulder surgery.  The 
cards and “well wishes” are appreciated 
more than I can say! 
                           Katharyn Tummonds   

 
Commemorating Main Street’s Most 

Sensational Event 

We thought you just might want to know: 
 
Tragically 80 years ago, September 1937, 
Shelbyville was the scene of a murder that 
shocked not only local residents but people 
around the globe. The victim, Brigadier 
General Henry Denhardt, and his lawyer 
were strolling from the Courtroom 
Restaurant, now Centenary’s Youth 
Building, pass the church, and up Main 
Street to the Armstrong Hotel when they ran 
into the Garr brothers. The three Garrs were 
the brothers of the late Verna Garr Taylor, 
an Oldham County widow and respected 
member of the LaGrange Methodist Church. 
Denhardt was to stand trial the next morning 
in Henry County for Verna’s alleged murder. 
The surprise encounter of the Garrs and 
Denhardt ended in the general’s death and 
the Garrs’ arrest, charged with “willful 
murder”.  

Saturday, September 23, 2017, 
Friends of Grove Hill Cemetery hosted a 
reenactment of the 1937 shots that made 
front page news from the New York Times 
to papers in Europe. During the 
reenactment the narrator mentioned 
Centenary as one of the buildings 
portrayers were passing. Later this month 
the Garr brothers’ trial will be reenacted 
October 27 and 28th in the old circuit 
courtroom to the west of Centenary. During 
the 1937 trial ladies of Centenary sold food 
to bystanders and the hundreds of people 
that attended the trial. Long time Centenary 
member and Young Adult Sunday School 
Class teacher, Judge Coleman Wright 
served as county prosecutor. At one point 
Wright rolled a blackboard into the class to 
have a witness show the  
General’s path that fateful night and 

Centenary’s name was written into the court 

records of the most fascinating politically-

tied murder trial of the 20th Century.  

  Bonnie Burks Gray 



 



  

                          

Jim Benton    Dick Burnett   Raven Cardwell 
Chuck Cicchella    Cinda & Harold Compton John Gerlach  
Dan Hardesty    Harold Hawkins   Mickey Hayes   
Harold & Frances Henson  Cheryl Hood   Ted & Libby Igleheart  
Bill Kaag    Dotty Miller   Marcella Myatt   
Peter Palmer    Jim & Felicia Swigert  Eloise Terhune   
Eleanor Warford   Nancy Williamson  Bev Worley 
 
 
Katie Adams (Diana Beaton’s Daughter) 
Pat Adams (Friend of Kathy Taylor) 
Brian Ashby (Nephew of Arlene Yount) 
Brinnigan (Great grand-daughter of Mae Travis) 
Payton Bowling (Friend of Amanda Kaiser Jones) 
Kimberly Calloway (Friend of Amy Waggner) 
Megan Zoller Chlopek 
Mary Dale Coleman (Nancy Overstreet’s Sister) 
Frank Curry (Marilyn MacFarlane’s Nephew) 
Radu Diaconescu (Friend of Trisha Hobbs 
Joanne Ernst (Don Ernst’s Daughter-in-law) 
Mark Furrow (Carol Furrow’s Son) 
The Gallihue Family 
Carol Hill (Brenna Bertram’s Mother)  

 
Jodie Sparrow (Friend of Mary Hudson) 
Nathan VanHoose (friend of Janice Yount 
Tom & Delores Ward 
Crystal Worley and Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosie Holmes (Juanita Swigert’s Sister) 
Becky Hudson (Mary Hudson’s Aunt) 
Beth Huggins” (Jan Huggins Daughter-in-law) 
Teresa McKinley (Owner of McKinley’s Deli) 
Bobby Noeheduena (Friend of the Knowles) 
Teddy Parks (Danny Goodwin’s Cousin) 
Tami Pullian (Geri Roberts’ Niece) 
Steve Richie (Friend of Joyce & Doug Cassin) 
Woody Rogers (Friend of Sydney Lawson) 
Cathy Rohm (Trisha Hobbs’ Aunt) 
Curtis Sanford (Barry & Linda Sanford’s Son) 
Jim Satterly (Kim Aitken’s Fathe 
Marilyn Sesker (Jan Huggins’ Sister) 
 
If you have someone that you would like to add to the church prayer list, please fill out the “Let’s Get 
Acquainted” form in the Sunday Worship Bulletin or contact the church office 502-633-4510. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


